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Dear Dr. Schoen: 
  
Thank you for the recent letter you compiled, with signatures from a large roster of former 
biologists from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), regarding my recent 
decision to name Mr. Corey Rossi as director of the Division of Wildlife Conservation.  You 
have brought up a number of points about Mr. Rossi's education and purported policy priorities 
that, some time ago, had also caused me pause.  That was before I got to know Mr. Rossi.   I 
have now come to know him well, however, and he has earned my trust and respect.  I am 
confident that his professional experience, administrative abilities, and familiarity with wildlife 
issues in Alaska will ably serve the resources and the division as well as the people of Alaska. 
  
The change in leadership for Wildlife Conservation received thorough consideration and was 
based upon Mr. Rossi's demonstrated skills and the relationships that he has built with many of 
us in the department's leadership. Mr. Rossi has also gained the support of a wide range of staff 
level managers and researchers within ADF&G. 
  
This administrative change was not based on political philosophy.  Of paramount importance is 
that the Director of Wildlife Conservation provide effective leadership, program administration, 
and decision-making processes.  Mr. Rossi has exhibited these skills, and he will apply them to 
all of the programs within wildlife conservation, including those fields other than intensive 
management that you named.  In fact, Mr. Rossi has already met with the Wildlife Division 
Management Team (DMT) in this regard. 
  
While I thank you for your letter of concern, and the substantial effort that it must have taken to 
discuss this issue among widely-dispersed ADF&G alumni, your approach here is regrettable.  
Unless and until you become familiar with Mr. Rossi and his leadership of the division, your 
simple call for his replacement will foment the very erosion of staff morale and reduction of 
public support for the division that you decry.  I encourage you to take a more productive 
approach in the future as you help guide us to the effective accomplishment of our constitutional, 
statutory, and regulatory mandates. 
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Thanks again John, and take care.  Please feel free to circulate my response to the rest of your 
signatories. 
 
Sincerely, 

      
Denby S. Lloyd 
Commissioner 
 


